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WILLIAM C. GAYNOR— 1854-1917. 

Rev. William C. Gaynor, assistant pastor of the Church 
of the Nativity, Biloxi, Miss., died at the Hotel Dieu, 
New Orleans, Saturday, July 30, 1917. 

Father Gaynor had not been in the best of health for 
some time, but there was nothing to indicate when he was 
in Biloxi a few weeks ago that his illness would be fatal. 

Father Gaynor, prior to his departure from his home in 
Biloxi for New Orleans, had planned to go to the Maine 
woods, to spend six weeks on his vacation, a trip that he had 
been accustomed to take annually for several years. He 
said at the time that he would spend about two days in New 
Orleans and would then go by boat to the East, later mak- 
ing his way into the wilds of Maine, where he thought that 
he would be enabled to greatly recuperate. 

Father Gaynor was loved by all who knew him and he 
had hundreds of warm friends, not only among members 
of his own church, but among hundreds of others. He 
was a man of splendid intellectual attainments, and was 
of a beautiful and spiritual character. His many good 
traits were an inspiration to every one. He had labored 
long and unceasingly in the cause of religion and his W6rk 
was far-reaching. It will be difficult to fill the place of a 
man who has done so much for humanity, and, at the same 
time, he will long be remembered by the people of Biloxi 
who were inspired by his splendid life. 

He was assistant pastor of the Church of the Nativity 
for about three years. 

Father Gaynor was a native of New York state, and was 
63 years old at the time of his death. He was a scholar 
of considerable reputation. He made numerous con- 
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tributions of short stories to popular magazines, and con- 
tributed frequent scientific articles to an ethnological 
magazine published in twelve languages. He was par- 
ticularly a student of and writer on Canadian folk lore. 
He had received the degree of Master of Arts from Harvard. 

More than three years ago Father Gaynor took charge 
of St. Patrick's parish in New Orleans, during the absence 
of the pastor of this parish, the Rev. Father Carra, who 
was in Europe at the time, and later was sent to Biloxi. 

When Father Gaynor was making preparations for a 
trip to New York, he was advised by his physician to 
consult a specialist in New Orleans. The New Orleans 
doctors advised an immediate operation. This was per- 
formed and was pronounced a success. A few days later, 
however, it was decided that another operation was neces- 
sary, and the operation was performed Saturday morning 
July 30, 1917. Saturday afternoon Father Gaynor died. 

After his death at the Hotel Dieu at New Orleans, repre- 
sentatives of the New Orleans Knights of Columbus 
guarded the bier, as did a host of personal friends. 

The funeral services over the body of Father Gaynor 
were held at St. Patrick's church in New Orleans 

The funeral sermon was preached by Bishop Gunn of 
Natchez and the mass was celebrated by Father Alphonse 
Ketels, pastor of the Church of the Nativity at Biloxi. 



